
 

 
 
Gota Kanal 
 

 
A popular misconception is that the Gota Canal stretches from Stockholm on the east coast, all the way to 
Gothenburg on the West. In fact, the 150 miles and 58 locks of the canal take you from Mem, about 150 miles 
south of Stockholm, to Sjoberg, on Lake Vanern. It is Swedens premier leisure waterway. 
The canal itself is really a series of man made links between some exceptionally beautiful natural lakes. Some of 
these lakes are of a considerable size, and worth visiting in their own right.  
You can traverse the canal in as little as 5 days, if you must. Far better is to make a leisurely journey of it, 
visiting the pictuesque locations along the way. Most people take about 8 days. 
The canal itself is open from May through to late September, and during the high season (June to mid-August) is 
operated 'on demand' by professional lockeepers. Outside of the high season yachts travel in convoy, once a day. 
Charges are determined by boat size and the number of locks traversed. The entire canal cost us about £350, but 
that includes up to seven nights berthing at each of 18 marinas, with their attendant facilities. All the latest prices 
and info are on the Gota Canal website. When you pay, you receive a plastic 'Gota Card' which provides access 
to all the marina facilities en-route, as well as providing some 'special offers'  
The canal makes a big thing about their 'locking-up' procedure, using a long rope on the bow. In practice, this is 
a good thing, but anyone used to locks will find the system a doodle. Most locks are about 3 meters deep, and big 
enough for about 4 yachts. There are a few pleasure steamers which have right of way at locks. 
There are 18 marinas of varying facilities en-route. There are also loads of places to visit on the lakes if you can 
spare the time. We travelled westwards, from Mem to Sjotorp, and the following pages fill in details of our 
journey and the places we stopped. You can also jump direct to a location using the menu above. 
 
This is a brief summary of the places we believe are worth a stop along the Gota Canal. This page deals with the 
Eastern Gota, from Mem to Motala  
 
Söderköping 
 
Only 3 locks from Mem, Söderköping makes an ideal first night's stop, particularly as the bridge just beyond 
Soderkoping only opens on the hour and half-hour. The marina is just to West of the lock, and has both booms 
(largest to the West) and alongsides mooring.  
The town itself is one of the largest on the canal, which doesn't say much, but although the ubiquitous grain silos 
are somewhat off-putting at first, it does have some character. In the grounds of the church, there is an amazing 
50 meter high timber bell-tower, dating from 1582. There are also other ancient interests. 
One thing definitely worth doing is to climb the hill immediately alongside the canal. At the top is an 
observation platform and picnic tables that look back over the canal and the town - all without guard rails! 

http://www.gotakanal.se/
http://www.soderkoping.se/


There are a number of restaurants, including a Tapas bar which often has special offers for Boat owners. 
 

    
Norsholm 
 
There are 11 locks (including 2 doubles) from Söderköping to Norsholm, as the Canal starts to climb. 
AsplÃ¥ngen, a shallow lake en-route, makes a good lunch stop. The marina at Norsholm consists of a few 
alongside stages, and facilities are few. If you have time, it may be better to press on over Lake Roxen, to Berg.  
The lock to the lake has less than a metre drop, and you simply hang on to ropes on the lock side. The lock itself 
is sandwidged between a road and a railway bridge. 
 
Lake Roxen is about 10 miles across. There are a couple of other stopping possibilities, notably Linkoping (not 
included in the Canal marinas) and an anchorage on the north shore at Dymlingen 
 

 
 
 
Berg 
 
One of the two major lock staircases of nine locks occurs immediately leaving Lake Roxen at Berg. Berg Lower 
'marina', accessible from the lake, consists of a number of stern buoys and a quay, little else - the nearest 
facilities are at the top of the flight. Yachts go up or down the flight in groups, and its not uncommon to wait - it 
can be up to 3 hours. There is a board showing the next 'up' time. We arrived after the canal had closed and the 
locks were full of kids jumping in. 
Berg Marina proper is a large sheltered pool at the top of the Staircase, with mooring to stern bouys. It has 
electric, water, showers, and a cafe. A superb and reasonably priced restaurant, the Kanal Krogen, is alongside 
the next lock up. There is another, lesser, restaurant opposite and a small supermarket about 300 yards away. 
There is no town, as such. 
We found Berg is one of the nicest places on the Canal. 
 
 
 

 

http://www.turistbolaget.se/linkguiden/linkguidensvensk/sidor/gotakanal.html
http://www.wardshuset.com/
http://www.kanalkrogen.net/


 
 
Borensburg 

nd then about 10 miles of canal to Borensberg. This is a 

other small 

 
There are 4 double locks above Berg marina, a
picturesque little spot, and well worth a stop. 
The marina, in common with others, consists of some staging following the Lock (which is an
'levelling' lock, and is manually operated). The marina is protected, but open to Lake Boren. 
The most well known part of Borensberg is the restored Gota Hotel, where you can eat outside on the terrace. 
The food is good, although not as historic as the Kanal Krogen. There is another resturant over the river bridge, 

 automatically every 15 
inutes, which can be disconcerting (and wet) if you happen to be passing in a boat. 
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e staircase it is a short trip to Motala on Lake Vattern. 

i.e Sixties) shopping centre with a couple of good supermarkets, but little to keep you. 
he marina is open to Lake Vattern and gets a little rough in a gale. The cafe in the marina however does a good 

he 

he imposing castle, which dates from 1260, and was conceived as a base for troops to harass the invading 
anes, and really only has buildings on the Lake side. These buildings originally housed royalty, but now boast a  

as well as a few Pizzerias, and an ICA supermarket. 
One other fun feature is the fountain set into the canal opposite the hotel. This fires up
m
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On the far side of Lake Boren is another staircase at Borenshult. A tying up spot exists similar to Berg, but once
on the other side of th
The canal engineering works are based at Motala and now hosts an exhibition - which was not exactly popular 
when we went past.  
Motala boasts a modern (
T
and popular lunch dish? 
 

 
 
 
Vadstena 
 
 
A major meca for both Yotties and Tourists alike, but not on the canal proper, and hence not included in the 
mooring deals for the canal, Vadstena is about 6 miles South of Motala, and a superb place to stop. You enter t
harbor and track right up to the castle moat, turning to Port at the last moment and mooring in 2 meters of water 
to Stern Bouys. 
T
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http://www.gotahotell.se/


 
 
conference centre and museum. You can get tours in English which will entertain you with disturbingly frank 
tales of the sanity of the Swedish royal family. The rest of the castle is a national archive and is off limits. 
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mber about the Trolhattan Canal is the size of the locks. The enormous 9 metre 
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 lights. These are a bit confusing 
ent 

e. The drop is too big to leave ropes in place. There is also the odd ladder, where 
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where there is a pretty castle, but limited depths. We did the whole 

A couple of bridges, notably at Vänersborg and Gothenburg, have 1 ned. 
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Apart from the picturesque town, which has kept its medieval layout and feel, the o er major attraction
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Trollhättan canal 
 
The one thing that people reme
drop seems to swallow the yacht whole, but in practice, due to the locks double bottom, turbulence is nonexisten
and the whole process serene. 
Unlike the Gota, the canal is a commercial affair, set up for large ships. The waterway is wide and deep. There 
are only 6 locks in the 47 miles, and 4 of those are in a staircase at Trollhattan.  
Everything is operated remotely, supervised by TV cameras, and controlled by
at first, as there are separate lights for the locks/bridges and the canal, but you soon get the hang of it. Paym
(660 SEK for us - £50) was taken at the canal offices at Trollhattan top lock.  
The locks do need a rather different technique. There are bollards set into the wall at about 5 foot vertical 
intervals, and you must get a rope onto these. As you rise or fall, you put a second rope on the next bollard up or 
down, releasing the previous rop
you can use the rungs. The best thing on entering the lock is to aim for a ladder, and put the stern rope on a rung 
and the bow rope on a bollard. 
Bollards are fairly well spaced out and are mostly on the Eastern wall. The west sides of the locks are hewn ou
of bare rock and best avoided if possible.  
There are few places to stop once below Trollhattan. The only real options are Lilla Edit by the southernmost 
lock, which has a small Marina, and Kungälv, 
canal from Trollhattan to Gothenburg in a day. The lower reaches of the canal are actually the Gota Alv river, 
and though pretty, are frankly, rather boring.  

8 meters or less of height when unope
You must be sure of your height or talk to th ntrollers on VHF. 

 
 
 
Vänersborg 
 
About 10 miles south of the Gota exit at Sjötorp lies the town of Mariestad. Reaching it entails going under an 
18 meter fixed bridge (know your mast height) and a winding, buoyed channel. The result however is worth it. 



Mariestad is an ideal crew change location as it is a short bus ride from the main line at Skövde, which has dire
trains to Stockholm or Gothenburg and then via Ryanair to the UK. (You can get a regional ticket for about £2
which will get you all the way to Gothenburg City airport)
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with its cathedral, is enchanting. 

The guest marina is at the extreme head of the harbour (stern bouys), close to the helpful tourist office, and is 
d

afe next to the Tourist Bureau is not bad.  

 10 miles and 1 lock south of the Lake Vänern, is a major visitor centre, partly for the pretty 
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Mariestad town centre, which has a market on weekdays, is another 60s Swedish concrete jungle, but the tree 
lined roads leading up to the centre soften it considerably, and the old town, 
Twice a day, the Cathedral clock chimes 'Abide with Me' 

perfectly sheltered. There is alongsi
There are a few reasonable resturan

e mooring for really big boats.  
ts. The Thai resturant opposite the Bus Station is very good, and the harbour 
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Trollhättan 
 
Trollhattan, about
parkland surrounding the locks, and partly for the spectacular falls, which are operated for brief periods on 
Wednesdays and Weekends during the summer. If you want to view the spectacle, stand on the Oscars bridge 
just before 3pm. 
The town itself has quite extensive shops for its size, with more than the average number of resturants and pubs,
although some get quite busy. There's also a Saab museum and a cable car. In July they celebrate Falls Day, a
in August, the Dragon Boat festival. Info on all this is in English on a good local Website. 
There are two marinas. One, Spikön, is near the town and falls, and mooring is to stern bouys in a little bay off 

 dewatered. The 
riginal narrow 1800 staircase is right by the cafe, and the second 1844 staircase nearby. All can be traversed by 
otpaths, including the current flight of 4 huge locks, built in 1916. The whole area is parkland and is popular 

elcome to Sweden and a tour on this nice channel.  

the canal. Facilities are a bit limited (1 shower) but the nearby resturant does good food. The other marina is 
right by the top lock (Sluss No 2), which is some 2km south of the town. Its small, but a good stopping place if 
you want to see the old locks. 
The canal at Trollhattan has three generations of locks, and all are still in situ, albeit mostly
o
fo
with visitors. Buses run between the lo
 
 

cks and the town for tourists. It’s well worth a look 
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